
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Day 

J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2 

We Approach His Throne 
1 0 : 0 0  a. m. 

 

Prelude                                                                 Piano/Chancel Organ 

Call to Worship &  

Striking the Hour       “Amazing Grace”        The Carillon Bells 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

† Please stand as you are able. 

 

† Introit                     “Every Day With Jesus”                                  
                        ( Verse 1 ) 
 

† Hymn                 “We Have Come into His House”                Page 224 
( All Verses ) 

 

† Prayer of the Day and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

† Anthem                             “Gloria Patri”                               Page 813   

 

† Hymn                        “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”           Page 581 
 (Verses 1,2,4 ) 

                                                       

We Pray For One Another 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer Response     “Praise the Name of Jesus”                  Page 22 
( Verse 1 ) 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

We Return Thanks and Praise unto the LORD 

 

Receiving the Tithes and Offerings     

 † Doxology and Offertory Prayer 

 

 

 

                             

We Lift Our Voices in Praise 

 

Hymn                          “The Longer I Serve Him”                    Page 520 
( All Verses ) 

 

   Special Music 

Exposition of the Word and Confession of Faith 

   “What if We’re Wrong?” 
Luke 7: 18-28 

 

† The Apostles’ Creed 
 

† Closing Hymn          “What a Day That Will Be”              Page 762 

              ( All Verses ) 

† Benediction 

† Anthem                           “The Family of God”                     Page 419                   

 
     Depart in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

 
Are you interested in 

Church Membership? 
 

We receive new members 
the last Sunday of each 

month. 
If you are interested in 

joining our 
 Congregation, please  
see Pastor Kler today. 

 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 • 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
Luke 7:16-28 • Psalm 36:5-10 

 

Meet and greet Coffee Fellowship.    

 

 

Our Mission 

To Present Christ to Everyone, 

Everywhere, at Every Available Opportunity. 

 

Our Vision 

To be a Loving, Caring Church 

Whose Arms Embrace All that Come. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Affirm the Following: 

• The Holy Trinity of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

• God has revealed Himself fully and decisively in Holy Scripture. We be-
lieve the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the in-
spired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God and our guide for faith 
and life.  

 

• There is only one way to Salvation - through Jesus Christ.  
 

• The sanctity of human life based on our creation in the image of God and 
our election by God for service in His Kingdom. This leads us to respect-
fully affirm the sanctity of life at every stage, from conception to ordi-
nary death. 

 

• The Biblical guidelines for human sexuality: That marriage is the exclu-
sive union of one man and one woman; and fidelity and holiness in mar-
riage and chastity outside of marriage for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

• God made all people from one man and although people can be distin-
guished by different ethnicities and nationalities, we are all one human 
race and absolute equals before God in creation, the need for repentance, 
and the offer of redemption.  
 

• That the mission of the Church is to spread the Good News of the Gospel 
in every word and deed. Proclaiming to the world the atoning death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and seeking to bring every person into a life 
of faith, discipleship, and submission to Him. 

Campus Attendance 

Last Sunday: 132 
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 Elders 

Teaching / Worship 

Rev. H. Joseph Kler  

Senior Pastor /  I.F.O.C. Chaplain 

•   
Rev. John O. Strauss   

Minister of Music / Choir Director                                                                                          

•   Musicians 
Pianists : Dee Schultz, Ann Dantuma, 

Flutist: Donna Zenisek-Huber 

Sound Booth Technicians 

 Joe Negron, Jonathan Kler 

 

 
 Congregational   •  Christ-Centered •  Confessionally Reformed 

 

 

 

Sanctity of Life Sunday………………...Sunday, January 23rd at 10:00 a.m. 

Loving Hands Testimonies…………….Sunday, January 30th at 10:00 a.m. 

FEBRUARY 

G.A.L.S. Meeting……..………….……Monday, February 7th at 12:30 p.m. 

Next Diaconate Meeting…….….……..Tuesday, February 8th at 6:00 p.m.  

Next Council Meeting………................Tuesday, February 8th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
the Family of Marge Otto 

in loving memory. 
 

 

 

Important Church Attendance Information and Liability Waiver. 

By your attendance you are acknowledging that an inherent risk of exposure to bacteria, 
viruses, and other microscopic particles that cause illness in humans, including COVID-19 
exists in any public place where people are present. You and any guests voluntarily waive 
all rights and assume all risks related to said exposure and agree not to hold First Congre-
gational Church of Zephyrhills, its officers, employees, agents, contractors, or volunteers 
liable for any illness or injury that may result either now or in the future. 

 

 

 

. .  .  . I.F.O.C Chaplain 

Luke 7:18-28 

 
Question 35 

What is sanctification? 

Answer: 

Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace by which we are  
renewed in our whole person in the image of God and by which we 
are enabled more and more to die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 

Question 36 

What are the benefits that accompany  
justification, adoption and sanctification in this life? 

Answer: 

The benefits that accompany justification, adoption and 
sanctification in this life are the assurance of God’s love,  

peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, 
 and perseverance in it to the end. 

 
Plague, Sickness, and Depression 

In the summer of 1527, plague struck Wittenberg, Germany. Martin Luther’s family was among 

its first victims. Sickness and death spread the city with such speed that Prince John of Saxony 
closed the university in Wittenberg and ordered the Reformer and his family to leave the city. 
Luther refused, insisting on the church’s responsibility to proclaim the Gospel and to care for the 
sick and dying. Even more threatening though, was the melancholy that assaulted Luther. Spiritual 
depression and anxiety were familiar nemeses: Luther’s earliest battles with doubt and temptation 
in the monastery had nearly driven him mad. His discovery of justification by faith alone saved 
his life. Luther’s depression was always marked by the same features: a feeling of profound alone-
ness, a sense that God was singling him out for suffering, a loss of faith that God was good and 
good to him, and a resulting inward self-reliance. Luther’s depression only intensified under the 
unforeseen burden of the religious, political and cultural difficulties of his day. Eventually sick-
ness, external stress, and internal anxiety conspired and drove him to the brink of despair. In a 
letter to his friend Philip Melanchthon on August 2, 1527, Luther wrote: I spent more than a week in 
death and hell. My entire body was in pain, and I still tremble. Feeling completely abandoned by Christ, I 
labored under the vacillations and storms of desperation and blasphemy against God. But through the prayers 
of dear friends, God began to have mercy on me and pulled my soul from the inferno below.  
 
While an understanding of mental health at the time didn’t allow for a professional psychiatrist or 
psychologist to diagnose Luther with depression or any other disorder, the signals are all there. 
Knowing is a great comfort to us and a real encouragement during those “dark nights of the soul” 
Luthers story is an inspiration to everyone who has ever battled with depression and doubt, be-
cause it means that these temporary detours are not insurmountable obstacles or spiritual death 
sentences. They don’t have to hold us back. Our plateaus and setbacks are a natural and normal 
part of our path to sanctification and do not erase the progress we’ve already made.  
 
Through the daily study of scripture and times of prayer, Luther eventually understood the source 
of his despair. He recognized in it not only the elements of spiritual warfare, but his overreliance 
on his own personal feelings and emotions. And, his response is instructive, because he not only 
deciphered the causes of his depression in the supernatural realm, but the emotional defects within 
himself. While he recognized emotions were useful agents for reflection, repentance, and resolve, 
he also acknowledged they were sometimes prompted overly inflated responses to life’s circum-
stances. When it comes to considering the difficulties of our world “The Devil,” he remarked, was 
“in the habit of turning an insect into a camel.” These ideas mirror the teaching of the Apostle Peter in 
his First Epistle where he wrote: 
 

My dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful test you are suffering, 
as though something unusual were happening to you, but be happy as you 

share Christ's sufferings. Then you will also be full of joy when he  
appears again in his glory. ~ 1 Peter 4:12-13 

 
 
Both Paul and Luther’s advice were that we should willingly endure the hand of God in all of our 

difficulties. Their exhortations, however, weren’t to simply endure, but to thank God in all of our 

difficulties. “Do not be worried,” Luther insisted. “Indeed, such trials are the very best sign of God’s 
grace and love for man.” “So do not despair, but at such a time as this it is well for us to pray, to read, 
and to sing to the Lord.” That is why public worship is essential now more than ever. 

 

My dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful test you are 
suffering, as though something unusual were happening to you, 
but be happy as you share Christ's sufferings. Then you will also 
be full of joy when He appears again in His glory. ~ 1 Peter 4:12-13 

 

Disease, Depression, Plague and Panic 

mailto:fcczh@aol.com
http://www.fcczhills.org/

