
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Day 

O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3 

We Gather to Worship 
1 0 : 0 0  a. m. 

 

Prelude                                                            Piano/Chancel Organ 

Call to Worship &  

Striking the Hour         “Amazing Grace”            The Carillon Bells 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

† Introit                             “Holy Ground”                                 Page 217                   
( Verse 1 ) 

 

† Hymn                              “It Took A Miracle”                         Page 494 
( All Verses ) 

 

† Prayer of the Day and The Lord’s Prayer 

† Anthem                            “Gloria Patri”                                Page 813   
 

Hymn                      “Little Is Much When God Is in It”           Page 661                               

( All Verses ) 
                                                       

We Pray for One Another and 

 Recite God’s Covenant Promises 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Responsorial                   “Psalm 90”                            Psalter 90B 

                                       Sung To The Tune of: “Faith of Our Fathers” 

 ( Verses 2,5 ) 
……………………….(Sung to the tune of “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Responsive Reading: “The Westminster Shorter Catechism”  
 

We Return Our Time, Talent 
 and treasure unto the LORD 

 

Receiving the Tithes and Offerings     

† Doxology and Offertory Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We Lift Our 

Voices in Praise 

 

Hymn                    “No One Understands Like Jesus”             Page 610                  
 ( Verses 1,3,4 ) 

   Special Music 

 

Exposition of the Word 

and Confession of Faith 

 

The Sermon 

“Living Your Story with Full Conviction.”                      
Advent of Reformation Series 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

† The Apostles’ Creed 

† Closing Hymn     “God Will Take Care of You”              Page 692 
       ( Verses 1,3 ) 

† Benediction 

 

† Anthem                        “The Family of God”                        Page 419                 
 

Depart in Peace to 

Love and Serve the Lord 

 

    If you are visiting with us today, we’re glad you’re here.  
     We are ordinary people on an extraordinary journey, 
      learning to love and serve like Jesus. Come with Us! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 
Are you interested in 
Church Membership? 

 
We receive new mem-
bers the last Sunday of 
each month. If you are 
 interested in joining 
our Church family, 

please see 
 Pastor Kler today. 

 

  

Attendance 

Last Sunday: 113 

Our Mission 

To Present Christ to Everyone, 

Everywhere, at Every Available Opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

We Affirm the Following: 

• The Holy Trinity of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

• God has revealed Himself fully and decisively in Holy Scripture. We 
believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the 
inspired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God and our guide for 
faith and life.  

 

• There is only one way to Salvation - through Jesus Christ.  
 

• The sanctity of human life based on our creation in the image of God 
and our election by God for service in His Kingdom. This leads us to 
respectfully affirm the sanctity of life at every stage, from conception to 
ordinary death. 

 

• The Biblical principles of immutable gender and sexuality: The exclu-
sive union of one man and one woman in marriage; and fidelity to its 
vows. And, chastity outside of marriage for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

• God made all people from one man and although people can be distin-
guished by different ethnicities and nationalities, we are all one human 
race and absolute equals before God in creation, the need for repent-
ance, and the offer of redemption.  
 

• That the mission of the Church is to spread the Good News of the Gos-
pel in every word and deed. Proclaiming to the world the atoning death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and seeking to bring every person into 
a life of faith, discipleship, and submission to Him. 

 

The Lessons for Use on the 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost ~ Year A 

 Isaiah 45:1-7 • Psalm 96:1-13 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

 

 

In this constantly changing world, our 
goal is to reflect and recapture the historic 
and classical worship of Almighty God. 
Central to our service is the proclamation 
of the Word and a biblical understanding 
of the Sacraments in the tradition of the 
Evangelical and Reformed faith. 
 

† Please stand as you are able. 

  

 

( Verses 6,7 ) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 

resbyterian 

 

 

First 

Congregational 

Church  of  Zephyrhills 

 
 

      

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Lain 
 in celebration of Pam’s Birthday 

. .  .  . 

 

         

7900 Fort King Road – Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
813-780-6027  /  fcczh@aol.com 

www.fcczhills.org 
  

The Chancel Flowers Are Placed by: 

  

 

--------------------------------------October 2023------------------------------------- 

Reformation Sunday / 49th Annual Homecoming Celebration....October 29th 

--------------------------------------November 2023------------------------------------- 

Fall Back: Turn clocks back one hour on Saturday Night, November 4th 

GAL’s Meeting…………………...…….....……Monday, November 6th at 12:30 

Guy’s Lunch……………………...………Thursday, November 9th at 11:00 a.m. 

~~~ Guy’s Prayer Group………...……...Thursday, November 9th at 10:30 a.m. 

Board Meeting………………………….…Tuesday, November 14th at 5:00 p.m. 

Church Thanksgiving Dinner…..……….Thursday, November 23, at 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

   

the Elders 
Teaching & Worship 

Rev. H. Joseph Kler 

Senior Pastor / I.F.O.C. Chaplain 

Rev. John O. Strauss 
Worship Leader / Minister of Music  

the deacons 

Jim Leitzke, Gary Hatrick 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our musicians 

Ann Dantuma 

Pianist/Organist  
Donna Zenisek-Huber 

 Flutist 

 Sound Booth 

Ric Romyn, Joe Negron,  

Jonathan Kler 

 To contact Board President 

John Vosteen, please call:  

813-731-2803 

To contact  

the Pastor, please call: 

 813-323-0802 

 

Our Volunteer Staffed 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday – Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Phone: 813-780-6027   •   Website: www.fcczhills.org     
•   Email: fcczh@aol.com     

 

 

 

                                                                            

 
        

 

 

 

When we hear the word election, we  

generally think of when people choose 
 who they want to fill specific positions 
from President on  down.  An  election 
is  a  choice.  The  biblical  doctrine  of 
election teaches that God chooses to save some, and, by necessity, if He does 
not choose everyone, then there are some who are passed over. Those whom 
He has chosen to save are referred to as “the elect” (see, e.g., Mark 13:20). 
 
The Bible teaches that God chooses people based on His own purposes and 
His desire to show grace to undeserving sinners. Ephesians 1:4–6 says, “For 
he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glori-
ous grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.” He chose in 
love, in accordance with His pleasure and will, so that He would be glori-
fied. God’s election has nothing to do with what the elect would or would 
not do. 
 
God did not choose everyone. If He had, then everyone would come to faith 
in Christ. He chose some, and He left others to their own desires. Left to 
ourselves, all of us would continue in our rebellion and reject Christ. God 
decided to pursue some, convict them of their need, and lead them to faith. 
Only because of God’s choice does anyone come to faith in Christ. Jesus said, 
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I 
will raise them up at the last day” (John 6:44). 
 
The biblical doctrine of election is a tough truth to get our minds around. 
We are tempted to think that we are more just and gracious than God and 
that He should have chosen everyone. We need to reject that temptation. We 
are in no place to judge God! It is not as though some are desperately crying 
out to Him for salvation, and He rejects them because He has not chosen 
them. Those whom God does not choose continue doing exactly what they 
want—they rebel against God and try to stay as far away from Him as pos-
sible. He simply allows them to continue on the path they have freely and 
willfully chosen. God has, however, determined to intervene in the lives of 
some and win them over. He does this so that He might show His love and 
kindness to people who are undeserving. 
 
Some people think that God “chooses” based on the choices He knows that 
the elect will make: He knows who will and who will not receive Christ, and 
He makes His choice based on that. But that would make people the ulti-
mate choosers, with God simply following our choice. Biblically, it is the 
other way around. God chooses some based on His own purposes, and then, 
in response to His work in their lives, they choose Him. His choice is first 
and foremost. Without God’s election, no one would ever turn to Him. 
 
Many Christians recoil at the doctrine of election the first time they hear it. 
But, upon further reflection, most believers will admit that God was at work 
in their lives, drawing them to Himself long before they were even aware of 
it. They will recognize that they would have continued in unbelief if He had 
not intervened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hey Fellas! We have been kicking around the idea 
of a different time and place for our monthly 
men's get-together, and you get to make the ulti-
mate choice. Please detach this bulletin section, 
mark your vote, and deposit it in the collection 
plate for tabulation. Majority wins. 

Keep things as they have 
been: Village Inn, first 
Thursday of the Month at 
11:00 a.m. 
 
Switch To Golden Corral 
on the first Saturday of the 
Month at 10:00 a.m. 

mailto:fcczh@aol.com
http://www.fcczhills.org/
mailto:fcczh@aol.com

