
 
 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Day 

J a n u a r y   2 9,  2 0 2 3 

We Gather to Worship 
1 0 : 0 0  a. m. 

 
Prelude                                                            Piano/Chancel Organ 

Call to Worship &  

Striking the Hour        “Amazing Grace”             The Carillon Bells 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

† Introit                         “Every Day With Jesus”                        
   ( Verse 1  ) 

 

† Hymn                              “Stand Up For Jesus”                      Page 730       
   ( Verses 1,2,4 ) 

 

† Prayer of the Day and The Lord’s Prayer 

† Anthem                            “Gloria Patri”                                Page 813   

 

† Hymn                               “Power in the Blood”                      Page 329 
 ( Verses 1,3,4 ) 

                                                       

We Pray for One Another and 

 Recite God’s Covenant Promises 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Responsorial                   “Psalm 96”                               Psalter 96A   

                                 Sung to the tune of: “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” 

 ( Verses 2,5 ) 
 
Responsive Reading: Heidelberg Catechism  

 
We Return Our Time, Talent 

 and treasure unto the LORD 

 

Receiving the Tithes and Offerings     

† Doxology and Offertory Prayer 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We Lift Our 

Voices in Praise 

 

Hymn                                    “Hold the Fort”                                
 ( All Verses ) 

   Special Music 

 

Exposition of the Word 

and Confession of Faith 

 

The Sermon 

  “Approaching the Sermon on the Mount” 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

† The Apostles’ Creed 

† Closing Hymn               “Rock of Ages”                           Page 342       
     ( Verses 1,2, ) 

† Benediction 

† Anthem                        “The Family of God”                        Page 419                 
 

Depart in Peace to 

Love and Serve the Lord 

 
    If you are visiting with us today, we’re glad you’re here.  

     We are ordinary people on an extraordinary journey, 
      learning to love and serve like Jesus. Come with Us! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 
Are you interested in 
Church Membership? 

 
We receive new mem-
bers the last Sunday of 
each month. If you are 
 interested in joining 
our Church family, 

please see 
 Pastor Kler today. 

 

  

Attendance 

Last Sunday: 166 

Our Mission 

To Present Christ to Everyone, 

Everywhere, at Every Available Opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

We Affirm the Following: 

• The Holy Trinity of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

• God has revealed Himself fully and decisively in Holy Scripture. We 
believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the 
inspired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God and our guide for 
faith and life.  

 

• There is only one way to Salvation - through Jesus Christ.  
 

• The sanctity of human life based on our creation in the image of God 
and our election by God for service in His Kingdom. This leads us to 
respectfully affirm the sanctity of life at every stage, from conception to 
ordinary death. 

 

• The Biblical guidelines for unalterable gender and sexuality: The exclu-
sive union of one man and one woman in marriage; and fidelity to its 
vows. And, chastity outside of marriage for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

• God made all people from one man and although people can be distin-
guished by different ethnicities and nationalities, we are all one human 
race and absolute equals before God in creation, the need for repent-
ance, and the offer of redemption.  
 

• That the mission of the Church is to spread the Good News of the Gos-
pel in every word and deed. Proclaiming to the world the atoning death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and seeking to bring every person into 
a life of faith, discipleship, and submission to Him. 

 

The Lessons for Use on the 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8 • 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 • Psalm 15 

 

 

 

In this constantly changing world our 
goal is to reflect and recapture the historic 
and classical worship of Almighty God. 
Central to our service is the proclamation 
of the Word and a biblical understanding 
of the Sacraments in the tradition of the 
Evangelical and Reformed faith 
 

 

 

† Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

( Verses 1,3 ) 



 
 
 

 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

First 

Congregational 

Church  of  Zephyrhills 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Howard 
 in loving memory of 
 her husband Edward 

 

. .  .  . 

 

 

 

7900 Fort King Road – Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
813-780-6027  /  fcczh@aol.com 

Radio Frequency 87.9  
www.fcczhills.org 

 

 

The Chancel Flowers Are Placed by: 

  

 

 

 
 

What is a pledge, and why does it matter? 

 

Most of our annual budget comes from pledges. You can give to the church 

without pledging, of course, but doing so helps us gauge the financial sup-

port we can anticipate for our fiscal year. Pledges also help the church lead-

ership to plan more accurately and wisely.  

 

Additionally, we encourage pledging because making and keeping promises 

is an essential spiritual discipline that fosters faithfulness to God and mutual 

responsibility among members. 

 

FCC is autonomous and self-supporting, and as with any family, it costs 

money to fund this community, to carry on ministry, and to maintain our 

buildings and grounds, and so we give! 

 

When you have prayerfully decided how much to pledge, fill out the 2023 

Pledge Form in your Bulletin and return it by placing it in the offering plate 

on or before January 24th. Please see our Board President, John Vosteen, or 

Treasurer, Pam Lain if you have any additional questions or concerns. 

 

 

   

2022 Annual Contribution Statements 

If you would like a statement of your 2022 FCCZ contributions, please         

make your request by ONE of the following methods: (1) email request 

to fcczh@aol.com; (2) Call to the office at (813) 780-6027; or (3) complete a 2022 

Giving Statement Form located in the narthex and drop in the offering plate. 

Annual Giving Statements will be sent via email unless requested otherwise. 

 

 

 

                      
 
The Sermon on the Mount has been called history's greatest sermon. Even peo-
ple who are unfamiliar with Christianity are familiar with many of the teach-
ings that come from Jesus's most famous sermon. They're familiar with His 
teachings to love one's enemies, not judge others, and even the Lord's Prayer-
even if they've only learned these things through osmosis. 
 
You can find the Sermon on the Mount in chapters 5-7 of Matthew's Gospel 
and although portions of it can be found in other places (Luke 6:17-49, 11:33, 
and 14:34-35), quite a bit of it is unique to Matthew. 
 
The Sermon's context 
 
When reading the Sermon on the Mount, it's natural to think about how Jesus's 
words apply to us. There's a lot in this message that cuts all of us to the quick. 
The Bible says that: God's words are "Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even dividing the soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart."  But, when we approach Scripture 
through a merely personal lens, we can miss out on some of the critical context 
and drama. 
 
The teaching that makes up these two chapters would have been the disciples' 
(and the crowd's) first exposure to Jesus's teaching. Throughout this sermon, 
Jesus confronts the legalism that had come to define Pharisaical Judaism. Eve-
ryone listening would have been shocked at how Jesus contradicts much of 
the teaching they'd been raised hearing. Teachings that were mainly cultural, 
manufactured traditions that they would need to "unlearn" before they could 
receive the truth. 
 
It's no wonder that the sermon ends this way: "When Jesus had finished saying 
these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as 
one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law" (Matthew 7:28-
29). 
 
As we read through the Sermon on the Mount, it's helpful to think about how 
it would have sounded to people who were raised within a very legalistic re-
ligious tradition. It's helpful to consider how His words would have sounded 
to people who were expecting their Messiah to be both a religious leader and 
a conquering hero. And, it's even more vital to ask ourselves how much of our 
own "cultural Christianity" we need to "unlearn."   
 
Most of us are familiar with and used to hearing Jesus's words, but His first 
listeners would have been challenged and scandalized in ways we can scarcely 
comprehend. As we approach this sermon series, let's pray that God breaks 
down the preconceived notions of our faith, amazes us with his teaching, and 
stirs us to a greater awe of his authoritative word. 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------February 2023------------------------------------- 

GAL’s Meeting…………………….…….………. Monday, February 6th at 12:30 

Guy’s Lunch……………….……...….……Thursday, February 9th at 11:00 a.m. 

Strawberry Festival /Organ Concert…………………..Saturday, February 18th 

--------------------------------Regular Schedule------------------------------ 
Wednesday Bible Study……………………………….……. Weekly at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday School……………………………...…………..……...Weekly at 9:00 a.m. 
Lord’s Day Worship……………….……...……..…………..Weekly at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

the board 
Your Representatives 

Board President…………….John Vosteen…… 

Vice-President……………...Cheryl Howard…  

Treasurer……………..……..Pam Lain……….. 

Education……………….…..Linda Walchak… 

Women’s Fellowship……....Vickie Kler……... 

Multi-Media………………...Ric Romyn……... 

Missions……………………..Barbara O’Brien.. 

Music……………………….. Rev. John Strauss 

Events/Hospitality…………Clara Vosteen…. 

 

 

   

(Ticket required. Concert Starts at 3:00 p.m. and Food served at 3:30p.m.) 

Understanding The Sermon on the Mount 

 

the Elders 
Teaching & Worship 

Rev. H. Joseph Kler 

Senior Pastor / I.F.O.C. Chaplain 

Rev. John O. Strauss 
Worship Leader / Minister of Music  

the diaconate 

Jim Leitzke, Gary Hatrick 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our musicians 

Dee Schults, Ann Dantuma 

Pianist/Organist  
Donna Zenisek-Huber Flutist 

 

 Sound Booth 

Joe Negron, Jonathan Kler 

 

To contact Board President John Vosteen, please call: 813-731-2803 

To contact the Pastor, please call: 813-323-0802, or Vickie’s cell: 863-409-8850 

 

 

Our Volunteer Staffed 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday – Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Phone: 813-780-6027   •   Website: www.fcczhills.org    •   Email: fcczh@aol.com     
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