
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Day 

O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3 

We Gather to Worship 
1 0 : 0 0  a. m. 

 

Prelude                                                            Piano/Chancel Organ 

Call to Worship &  

Striking the Hour         “Amazing Grace”            The Carillon Bells 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

† Introit                             “Holy Ground”                               Page  217                   
( Verse 1 ) 

 

† Hymn                      “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”         Page  648 
( Verses 1,2,4 ) 

 

† Prayer of the Day and The Lord’s Prayer 

† Anthem                            “Gloria Patri”                              Page 813   
 

Hymn                      “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”          Page 606                               

( Verses 1,3,4 ) 
                                                       

We Pray for One Another and 

 Recite God’s Covenant Promises 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Responsorial                   “Psalm 90”                            Psalter 90B 

                                       Sung To The Tune of: “Faith of Our Fathers” 

 ( Verses 2,5 ) 
……………………….(Sung to the tune of “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Responsive Reading: “The Westminster Shorter Catechism”  
 

We Return Our Time, Talent 
 and treasure unto the LORD 

 

Receiving the Tithes and Offerings     

† Doxology and Offertory Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We Lift Our 

Voices in Praise 

 

Hymn                                    “Just As I Am”                          Page  488                  
 ( Verses 1,3,4 ) 

   Special Music 

 

Exposition of the Word 

and Confession of Faith 

 

The Sermon 

“I'm A Priest, You're A Priest, We're All Priests.”                      
Advent of Reformation Series 

Matthew 7:7-11 
 

† The Apostles’ Creed 

† Closing Hymn            “Glory to His Name”                  Page 493 
       ( Verses 1,2,4 ) 

† Benediction 

 

† Anthem                        “The Family of God”                        Page 419                 
 

Depart in Peace to 

Love and Serve the Lord 

 

    If you are visiting with us today, we’re glad you’re here.  
     We are ordinary people on an extraordinary journey, 
      learning to love and serve like Jesus. Come with Us! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 
Are you interested in 
Church Membership? 

 
We receive new mem-
bers the last Sunday of 
each month. If you are 
 interested in joining 
our Church family, 

please see 
 Pastor Kler today. 

 

  

Attendance 

Last Sunday: 105 

Our Mission 

To Present Christ to Everyone, 

Everywhere, at Every Available Opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

We Affirm the Following: 

• The Holy Trinity of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

• God has revealed Himself fully and decisively in Holy Scripture. We 
believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the 
inspired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God and our guide for 
faith and life.  

 

• There is only one way to Salvation - through Jesus Christ.  
 

• The sanctity of human life based on our creation in the image of God 
and our election by God for service in His Kingdom. This leads us to 
respectfully affirm the sanctity of life at every stage, from conception to 
ordinary death. 

 

• The Biblical principles of immutable gender and sexuality: The exclu-
sive union of one man and one woman in marriage; and fidelity to its 
vows. And, chastity outside of marriage for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

• God made all people from one man and although people can be distin-
guished by different ethnicities and nationalities, we are all one human 
race and absolute equals before God in creation, the need for repent-
ance, and the offer of redemption.  
 

• That the mission of the Church is to spread the Good News of the Gos-
pel in every word and deed. Proclaiming to the world the atoning death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and seeking to bring every person into 
a life of faith, discipleship, and submission to Him. 

 

The Lessons for Use on the 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost ~ Year A 

  Isaiah 25:1-9 • Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 •  Gospel Focus: Matthew  

 

 

 

In this constantly changing world, our 
goal is to reflect and recapture the historic 
and classical worship of Almighty God. 
Central to our service is the proclamation 
of the Word and a biblical understanding 
of the Sacraments in the tradition of the 
Evangelical and Reformed faith. 
 

† Please stand as you are able. 

  

 

( Verses 6,7 ) 
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First 

Congregational 

Church  of  Zephyrhills 

 
 

      

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor John & Betty Strauss  
in celebration of their 16th Anniversary 

 
Betty Heater in memory of Bill  

and in honor of their 71st Anniversary 
 

. .  .  . 

 

         

7900 Fort King Road – Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
813-780-6027  /  fcczh@aol.com 

www.fcczhills.org 
  

The Chancel Flowers Are Placed by: 

  

 

--------------------------------------October 2023------------------------------------- 

Reformation Sunday / 49th Annual Homecoming Celebration....October 29th 

--------------------------------------November 2023------------------------------------- 

Fall Back: Turn clocks back one hour on Saturday Night, November 4th 

GAL’s Meeting…………………...…….....……Monday, November 6th at 12:30 

Guy’s Lunch……………………...………Thursday, November 9th at 11:00 a.m. 

~~~ Guy’s Prayer Group………...……...Thursday, November 9th at 10:30 a.m. 

Board Meeting………………………….…Tuesday, November 14th at 5:00 p.m. 

Church Thanksgiving Dinner…..……….Thursday, November 23, at 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

   

the Elders 
Teaching & Worship 

Rev. H. Joseph Kler 

Senior Pastor / I.F.O.C. Chaplain 

Rev. John O. Strauss 
Worship Leader / Minister of Music  

the deacons 

Jim Leitzke, Gary Hatrick 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our musicians 

Ann Dantuma 

Pianist/Organist  
Donna Zenisek-Huber 

 Flutist 

 Sound Booth 

Ric Romyn, Joe Negron,  

Jonathan Kler 

 To contact Board President 

John Vosteen, please call:  

813-731-2803 

To contact  

the Pastor, please call: 

 813-323-0802 

 

Our Volunteer Staffed 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday – Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Phone: 813-780-6027   •   Website: www.fcczhills.org     
•   Email: fcczh@aol.com     

 

 

 

                                                                            

 
        

 

 

 

 

An  essential biblical idea that has 

tremendous  implications  for  our  
spirituality  and  public  life  in  the 
 Church and the world is that every 
 believer is a priest, regardless of their full-time occupation. This notion was 
one of the top three ideas of the Protestant Reformation. The first two, Sola 
Scriptura—which asserts the sole authority of Scripture—and Sola Fide—
which teaches justification by faith alone—have been widely taught. Still, 
the "priesthood of all believers" has been neglected. Martin Luther thought 

"the word priest should become as common as the word Christian" because all 
Christians are priests." Yet, for whatever reason, the priesthood of all believ-
ers has been much less understood, taught, and expounded upon. 
  
When Luther referred to all believers' priesthood, he maintained that the 
plowboy and the milkmaid could do priestly work. In fact, their plowing 
and milking was priestly work. So, there was no distinction between the 

priesthood being a "vocation" and everyday work not. Both were tasks that 
God called his followers to do, each according to their gifts within His de-
sign for corporate and family life. It allows Christians to connect their beliefs 
to their ordinary actions, giving them purpose in their jobs and equipping 
them to serve others and improve society through their daily labor.  
  
The priesthood of all believers is based on the clear teaching of Scripture. 
The Old Testament anticipated this idea when God told his people at Sinai, 

"You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." (Exodus 19:6.) The 

Prophet Isaiah says that a time will come when "You shall be called the priests 
of the Lord, they shall speak to you as the ministers of our God." (Isaiah 61:6) The 
New Testament points to the reality accomplished. 1 Peter 2:5 says to believ-

ers, "you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ." The passage continues, "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for God's own possession that you may proclaim the ex-
cellences of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." 

Revelation says, "To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His 
blood and has made us a kingdom, priest to his God and Father, to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever."  
  
Whoever you are, whatever you do, you are a priest to God. The great C. H. 

Spurgeon put it like this: Thou art free to the throne of grace. It is the believer's 
privilege to have access at all times to the heavenly Father. Whatever our desires, 
difficulties, and our wants, we are at liberty to spread all before Him. It matters 
not how much we may have sinned; we may ask and expect pardon. It signifies 
nothing how poor we are; we may plead His promise that He will provide all 
things needful.” We have permission to approach His throne in midnight's 
darkest hour or noontide's most burning heat. Exercise thy right, O believer, 
and live up to thy privilege. Thou art free to all that is treasured up in Christ - 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. It matters not what thy 
need is, for there is fulness of supply in Christ, and it is there for thee. Oh, what 
a "freedom" is thine! Freedom from condemnation, freedom to the promises, 
freedom to the throne of grace, and at last freedom to enter Heaven! 

 

 

 

 

Comprised of thoughts extracted from the “Reformation 
Heritage Study Bible,” you can use this book to lead and 
nurture your family as you seek to glorify God and en-
courage spiritual growth in your home - this is both 
God's command and your privilege. One of the best and 
most effective ways to do this is through intentional, 
worshipful, daily family devotions where the truths of 
God's life-changing Word are openly discussed chapter 
by chapter. Used hand in hand with your Bible, this 
“Family Worship Bible Guide” presents rich devotional 
thoughts on all 1,189 chapters in the Bible, including 
searching questions to promote conversation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Kindle, hardcover, and  
leather-bound formats ranging  

in price from $23.00 – $40.00 

 Available for a limited time for $15.00 at 

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS 

https://heritagebooks.org/products/ 
family-worship-bible-guide-hardcover.html 

Free  
to 

ASK, 

SEEK, 

and 
KNOCK 

at the 
Door of 

HEAVEN. 
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